Robbie George, left, Troy Du Bay and T
defending Midwest High School tournament champion Des Moines Ok Leafs.

ler Beling are the top scorers for the

Senior-laden Leafs
look for three-peat

87LISA COLONNO

A move from defense-
man o forward brought a
fresh perspective for Des
Moines Oak Leats senior
Robbie Geo

e ot more work
hes:

m«-rge isoneof four Ok
Leafs players who rank
among the Midwest High
School Hockey League’s

league championship tour-

nament tryin

the first team to win three

straight titls. They open

the three-day _event at
m. Fiday against Sioux

Cityat the Quad City Sports

team-leading 31 goals

throughout, but if you win
the stale tournament,that's
what people will emember
the next year,

‘The Oak Leafs (31-2:2-1)
scored a league-high 196
goals this season, averag
ing 5,44 a game en route (o
their third regular-season
tile in a row

Defenseman Chris Kun.
nen leads the team with 68
points. His 44 assists lead
the league. His points total
ranks ith overall and first
among defenseman.

“The great thing about
Chrisis, yeah, he's an offen
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three scoring forwards with
more than 40 points each
“Going into_thestate
tournament the  offense
is looking pretty good,
Du Bay said. “We're look-
ing pretty sharp passing
shooting and moving the
puck back and forth.
e Oak Les lso v
team league’s top

ety slowing 61
osl a game, Thewotc:
pation of that prompted
eorge’s move.

(He's) a great defense.
man and the thing is we

td a ot of great defonse,

returning this year,
Richer said. We had a
couple of guys that didrt
come back and play with

Ieague’s top defenses, al
loyingus 73 gol,
Goaltender Derk Temple
ranks second in he league
with 21 wins,
Tlike our chances” Capi
tals coach Scot Long said

oftheOak Lats”

nals, they would meet at

i, Saturda. The Leats
won the season seri
They b b e il
inlast season’s semifinals,
43 in overtime.

“Obviously they rea great

am,” Long said. “We'd
Tove the challenge. Last
year in the semifinals was
the best gaie Ive been
involved wi

The Gnk Lafs have 12
seniors on their roster

“When you have all of
these players who are
utstanding paers ome

es there s  tendency to
become more Indviduals
Richer said. “That hasnit
happened”

A Des Moines team has
advanced to the champi.
onship game the last eight
years and won the last four
tournamentites




